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Dear Jim, . 1 

The- whores, lickspittles and amen, are- lining up against my new book, but I enclose 
a couple of the good reviews. The publisher is such a mess that the more paranoid, like 
bud, figuxefhe sold out# I’ve not yet gotten the miseaably few fares; copies I*m supposed 
to get nor the second instalment of the "advance", due three months ago# Sp, what little 
promotion there has been has been 10C$ not of his doing, by young friends in Hew York 
and by me, and the sale has. been largely on ny reputation, '"pans.' the subject.' That? are 
losing a potential fortune, as you’ll realise when you read the book# Even Percy Foreman, 
fled a TV studio when, he learned he was to confront me, That is what ^ have# But it means . 
that I’m even busier than ever, getting no writing done, and wearying rapidly as 'the 
eiiotianal drain is added to the physical drain of such seven long and hard years# .hus 
I hope you will understand that X can’t make the detailed reply your letter warrants, 
ilor will I be diplomatic and try and sugar-coat# Most of what you have been fed is rubbish, 

I was glad to see that story from Confidential# They had one Joel Palmer in N.O*, and 
he, Boxley and Turner, between them, almost ruined ^im personally, I was able to block 
that, bat I've never gotten entirely over the terrible strain it was. What happened is 
great compared to what would have happened. Even Sciambra said that had I not been able 
to do what I did Jim would have been disbarred by the ^upreme Court# 

The C piece is shit# P was never called as a witness, was he? And B had died several 
years earlier than this alleged letter is alleged to have been written. Palmer and C are 
capable of having invented it, any ant could have given it to Jim and he’d -have gone fer 
it (you gave no idea what he did go fori), for he is* alas, paranoid as he can be, 
for all bis brilliance, a sick man. Toe many have gotten this way, including one of the , . 
first Verities”, Salandria, They, including Bud, got to vidaalise a consjaracy that 
involved everyone from the lowliest charaaid in Justice to ¥arren and including all the 
many tentaclesof tiie intelligence community. One claims to have proof that Chnson and 
Busk Ujs a second version Dulles) actually met and plotted the foul deed all over Texas . 
the week before it happened. Then tere is the sincerely— believed story that Brown & Boot 
excavated Dealey Plaza, undetected, at night, for an escape route for gin assassin hidden 
in a papier-mache tree that also was spirited away. It is incredible and it involves too 
many too sincere, *©u are caught up in all this rot and illness, 

Sagell was CIA# ^e had a strangesurvival of things few are able to sruvive, 
including the disintegration of an airplane hi^i in the air. But he is batty as an 
old, abandoned belfry. There is nothing to connect him with anything but his own ravings 
and .the wishful thinking of those who prefer conjecture to hard work. Except in an 
effort to prevent damage from this, I’ve spent no time on this* One of his associates 
planted that pub-on that may have been designed to ruin Jim, retitled 'to ”^arswell 
■ America”, on Jim, and what a job I had cojdng with that* But on the personal end, my 
foreman days are over with the last experience, which I spare you, 

••'•••••• ? I . take- .this, time,; which. I do not have, to spare you needless pain, and I do 

. epnfidence, trusting you not to spread disunity. But I also do not want you to sire, your- 
slef and to suffer the f^trations ^ - not ' te ; aUer^to . wet ; 8s\*e3X : asyl. have, txon 

fewer years and less knowledge and experience# Almost all of t ese are in all other ways 
very decent, deeply-concerned; people, bus when their egos; get involved,, they , are nuts and 
do disreputable things* They can all taste the fame of solving the assassinations , and it 
drives^ them to what in all other areas would be impossible for them#; Conspicuously Bud, 
whose CTIA is a miserable, counterproductive nothing save for the puffery he has been 
able to arrange# Once lie Shaw trial was over. It became, the greatest inpediment to our 
recapture of credibility. I’ve saved them several tines, but I can’t waste myself on this 
any more, for there is no end to it and I'll not spend my life axxj. work that way. 



Sprague, who is on theirboard, has written and published worse id^ TOmLt» and. has 
all over again estrcyed our credibiiily* Imagine such rot as "about* six? "confessions" 
from the actual assassins, of whom he says 50 were in Dealey Plazat SAbout"? Can't he 

. citmt? These nuts steal and use "out of context the work of other, ruin what they try and • 
do tlaings with, and I mean they’ve blown any chances of carrying several very promising 
investigations any father# EleiSJve. me or not, Jim, I'msaying it as- it is, and I’ll not- 
be able to take the time to argue or, persuade you*,. I’m just trying to make tins one effort 

■ to spare you* We *11 be lucky to survive this well-intentioned wrong. 

You misread Soever from hi3 long-time and, very effective propaganda. He above all • ' v?' - 
boxed the members of the Commission in. One, whose name 1 will not now rise, told me • ; 

' hcvwas satisfied they*fi be<ni told neither all nor the trith, If you’ve studied as many 

- FBI' reports as I, you* d under stand. Sake a few sampel3 from my; simpler work, those Wail. - - 

•: -» reports on 544 ’and the people there, those on the LHG literature, and "you can see it ' •' 

easily, b|rfc you must multiply tliis ea oimously to '.’get the entire picture .of what be did, . 

And he withheld much from iiie Commission, I*m preparing to sue; for some of this* Suit is 
a ticklish, costly and dangerous thing, for there is always the danger of establishing 

./'Tiri'-/' 'lyi/ 

The exhibits you list lack probity* I do not recall having the Nagel! pamphelt and 
would 5£sadbcS33& like to see it* Garrison in Playboy made it up as he went* He can support 
none of it, including what he took from others and didn’t really understand when he did, 

Sou have to begin by understanding that he did virtually no investigation in M«G. where .. 
he had so many enoraouaiy promising possibilities (what the hell do you think I was doing . 
there?) and got bullshit from his ' sycophants fora elsewhere. He never did a really 
competent iateview with a single witness or alleged witness .of : which I know, and Ms . 

. people Wei’S out of their depth in this kind of woik* They no doubt are competent in • 

- striaghit; police work, .^ou have no idea how many simple things they" asked me to do for the%.>- 
and I (was astounded that they didn’t rust themselves to do them* On Judgement, if and .idien . - 
you see ^ouis again,;- I’m sure he’ll remember that a year and a half before they finally 

' learned,'! warned him about Betbeil, of whom I'd learned enough, and made keeping, what I 
gave them entirely secret a precondition of any other association. But Lou eouldn t keep 
l ' his boss from having what A gave '“ou, and'.^io. broadcast it.amohg his ass,issersj tho . 

- - / usually managed to get it back to"' those involved, thus blowing those inveatigatuons, • - / 

’ ' ■ . Pena Jonec was probably the first paranoid of all. His . work was' never, dependable, it took 

. me too long to come to uiadertsaad this, Barry’s work is umrjgjrus l but good. It vfas given J-':> 
him by the Miami police* He declined to help me carry it further,' as you will see I have 
done in JTBAMEWJP, but much less than in the original longer work that had to be condensed. 
Computers got the few of the relevant reports they printed second-hand. Neither they 
nor Sprague ever did any original work* They looked for sensations an d grabbed whoevers 
work they could* I've mislaid my Barry file and for its completeness would like copies of 
his stories. What is likely is that I loaned them to someone who never returned them* 

Skolniek stole what little he had, and that" he misused Bdsei«ba^i:'^ % i^«ing. on a young 
man who. was helping me with the original fora of F-JJ, called CPUP, He never understood it > 
but saw the f&sm chance for the publicity he got. He la as sick in mind as he is, tragcially, 

■ , •' twisted in body* He knows less about the assassination thai almost, anyone,; he is a thief, , 

and so very sick. Except for toilet paper, there is nothing in anything Sprague has written, - 

- so I’ll not refer to hat again, Hicks is in 1^: ; .2tttbaic&, ..wh^vheibeiUshged iltfi along, 

H ' ’’ Ana that is not an aerial trailing from his pocket, not was there need for ary* and had 

there been, it would never have been visible, LA -Free Press, feeding on sensation, took 

.'. JQ^or anyone -else, m>toriously Mark, as gospel. It is not that B didn t live with Ferric, 

and I neither know nor care, it is that the rest was invention and he was sick and wierd* 

They had to fun Mm out of N.0. Ferric was bright* He undoubtedly did say that JG- had him 
peggedas the getaway pilot, and Jim knew so little that this may even have been true at 
that iSme,. Turner’s stuff is trash* None of it is original, % is so incompetent that when 

■ he was sent to pick up still pictures he spent all his time telling the guy who had them 
What kind of great investigator lie was, got a resote-genoration print of the movie we 



alre&dyh&d instead,, flew to NO with it, Jim went iE iato ecstacdes over it,phonedme 
in Dallas toshaaae this great new diseoTery of "his * 5 -Kith me, when I was working product- 
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•adnei, "which. I had with me. I don’t think X have .what he did on the Mimiteasi.. or ..’’Edviess-- 
in; -tabus Bay case", but in neither is it original. Jones was one of [his .sources -oa.;^-H ; .a8&- 
deP- and it is possible that on Say Bud fed him my- material' on Kay, for he is, on Bud's; . 
board. Or, it could have come from the papers* Bat a single dependable thing from 
Turner’s own investigations I barest to see, 

I fcaow Seafro* He has been sick for years , and, fortunately; gets advance indications 
and turns himself , in do that when the attacks really hit.Ke; is : ;ia- .tdie.3k>'spi^.r;So^ ;: of,, ;. <v 
Tils stuff is, nonetheless, genuine, but nothing can bo taken >s ; straight: if it comes from , 

For eisample, he confessed a number ! of manufactures to .os, like 'that- stools .;bk® 
rifle bit. Eis idea was to driye:;thsv;^'sectttor .crasyt .ChBx&fy .-as' you; should acw\; 
understand, is done* The . manner in which some of what nay have been genuine was misused 
destroyed any possibility of achieving credibility for it. Bud wasted an enormous amount 
of time on Mm, [phe only thing that ever persuaded me to spend a minute reading that stuff 
was the reputation of his lawyer, who soon left him, and of #ogjaehi. 

.ioE® of the -staff'' in ; JI.O.'-'Magaiiie may -'-.be of a different character,' Before Hoko^ 
met end' switched to the Mich who then worked fox’ the FBI, he was straight ansi was a. very • 



up 



if they -do not .iserely parrot Jim* The Butler piece ycu sent was helpful, but iv is part 
of a large picture only. The others may have si m i l ar values. 

Ton isn’t' begin to cope with Ayosworih, who hax built his subsequent career over^ 
his dishonest writing, on the JFS ease and that, in inm, was possible oocsnse xm would 
use -without, question whatever was leaked to hxm. So is parti pris aha can’t, iacu- sj-tner 
fact or his own record, and on neither can you cope '.with; him* lou lwive .neither the, know-, 
ledge nor th** ©sperience, and X feel- the -result--- will depress and. embarrass you. x’ve never 
reed Kirkwood* s bock, not being a 1 to afford it and believing it irrelevant cnjvay ♦ 

On a personal, level, and the. source may .have it wrong (but lias been dependable and a 
productive friend to me in the past), I’ve beentold that Garrison doesn’t want me to 
return to N.O* I have no plans for so doing, but should ! ever feel I have both the need 
and the financing, I would. There came a time when ■ he -.had-;. to ' have' - told the staff to eut^ 
off all relations with me* He is deeply huf t that I predicted exactly; what happen^^in the tJ 
Shaw trial, in fine detail, was right in all details, incldding the reasons, and left , 
to spend that time usefully. F&r a while I did hear from some, especially wnwn uliey needed 
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ielp, but that cut off sharply, and I’m leaving it that way* Perhaps, if aad 'whmi you see 
of whom I’m fond and if the occasion wars to, come up, would tell:; you,' that I’ve 
helped him when he needed help, he’d confiim this to you, but it is imr;iat-3xial.**.In short, 
you are chasing a shadow, and I hate to see you wasting time that. -way* ..together 

the work of others, is gsnsrallyxv^iiel^Bs,'. foaej they. usually; know- more about it, and. .when, - 
you aire xretreadteg'' sand you will' not . build-, a house, or’.a tiye;. or aa|tning : ol substance.* . 
-So your. own thing your own way, independently, -after you have ; earned- enough aoout what- 



you 
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understated. Thanks and best wishes, 



